Community of Christ Lutheran Church
7™ Sunday after Pentecost, Sunday, July 7, 2024
9:00 a.m.
Pastor Stephen C. Bond

THE GATHERING

Welcome Pastor Steve Bond
Musical Prelude “Abide with Me” by, J.S. Bach Eric Dickey
WE REMEMBER OUR BAPTISM

“Confession and Forgiveness”

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider, help us.

Itis hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us
the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven
and loved into abundant life. Amen.

Gathering Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” ELW 796

Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

P God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your
kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness
to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Childrens Sermon

Anthem “Gavotte” by Igor Stravinsky ~ Sarah Magoun, Violin

THE READINGS

The First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5

'[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and | will speak with
you.’And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and
I heard him speaking to me. *He said to me, Mortal, | am sending you to the people
of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their
ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. “The descendants are
impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus
says the Lord Gob.” "Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious
house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.
L The Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God!

The Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

’l know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know; God knows. *And |
know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know;
God knows—*was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told,
that no mortal is permitted to repeat. °On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on
my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. °But if | wish to boast, I
will not be a fool, for | will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no
one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, ‘even
considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from
being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment




me, to keep me from being too elated. “Three times | appealed to the Lord about
this, that it would leave me, “but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. ““Therefore | am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of
Christ; for whenever | am weak, then | am strong.

L The Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God!
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The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
P The Holy Gospel according to....C Glory to you, O Lord!

‘[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.?’On the sabbath he
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They
said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to
him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! °Is not this the carpenter,
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not
his sisters here with us?”” And they took offense at him. “Then Jesus said to them,
“Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own
kin, and in their own house.” *And he could do no deed of power there, except that
he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. “And he was amazed at their
unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 'He called the twelve and
began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean
spirits. °He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread,
no bag, no money in their belts; °but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.
"He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place.
“If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake
off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” *“?So they went out and
proclaimed that all should repent. **They cast out many demons, and anointed with
oil many who were sick and cured them.

P The Gospel of the Lord! C Praise to you, O Christ!




Sermon “On-The-Job-Training” Pastor Steve Bond

Hymn “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” ELW 519

The Apostle’s Creed

C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe
in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

WE DEDICATE OUR HEARTS IN PRAYER

P One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our
Voices in prayer.

A brief silence.

AM Glorious God, you bend down to wash the feet of your disciples. Let the
servant church arise in our teaching, our praying, our healing, and our doing. Make
all your faithful people powerful in weakness and strong in grace. In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

AM Life-giving God, your fingers trace the heavens and your hands mold the earth.
Where there is drought, bring nourishing rain. Where there is devastation from fire
or flood, bring relief. Sustain the well-being of every living thing. In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

AM Merciful God, you speak and the nations listen. Open those who govern to the
cries of all who journey with no food or shelter, particularly people fleeing
violence, those seeking freedom, and those in search of community. In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

AM Gracious God, your embrace brings wholeness to those who are troubled.
Anoint; Tom Jennings, Sue & Jim Enk, Christal & Chad Pritchard, Frank
O’Konski, Larry Geer, Troy Bernhard, Kevin Stiles, Susie Donnal, Fred
Ortner, Shari Ludtke, Ron Hetherwick, Jim Bucher, Renee, Jack Miller, Tom
Szor.... all who suffer in any way with the oil of healing and grant them renewal




and all others whom we remember in silence. Turn wailing into dancing and
weeping into joy. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

AM Welcoming God, in your presence strangers become companions and enemies
become neighbors. Open our doors to those we have so easily shut out, particularly
people who are different from us or who are marginalized by church or society. In
your mercy, hear our prayer.

AM Eternal God, you gather us into your house of many dwelling places. We give
you thanks for our faithful departed. Inspire us by their lives of faith until, with
them, we rest forever at our journey’s end. In your mercy, hear our prayer.

P Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves
and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life,
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen

THE MEAL

All Christians are welcome to commune at our Altar. You do not have to be a
member of this congregation to receive Communion. Grape juice is available in the
inner ring of glasses for those desiring it. 4 “gluten-free” host option is available
upon request as well.

Sharing of the Peace
P The Peace of the Lord be with you all! C And also with you!
Share an expression of peace with your neighbor, please.

Our Tithes and Offerings Bring your gifts to the Altar or you may offer gifts in the
tray located at the rear of the sanctuary. Thank you.

Offertory Anthem  “Passacaglia” by Johan Halvorsen ~ Sarah Magoun, Piano

Offering Prayer

AM Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self and called us to
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Amen.
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The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Jesus said, Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Jesus said, Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...C Our Father, who
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Hymns “Lamb of God”
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Hymn “Pavanne” by Ravel Sarah Magoun, Violin

“As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465




Post Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

AM Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world
with your own life. In your name, we pray. Amen.

THE SENDING

Milestones & Announcements:

The Blessing
P The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

++ be upon you now and forever. Amen.
Sending Hymn “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” ELW 890
Dismissal

AM Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.
AM And next week, C Bring a friend!




Making Jesus Known”

Welcome to Community of Christ! Thank you for choosing to worship with us
this morning! We have moved to our summer worship hours. We will worship on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. through Sunday, September 8. Join us in person or
on Facebook Live!!! Welcome to all who are visiting with us this morning! You are
always welcome here!

oy ‘z}_.,s‘, | Altar Flowers are given by Dale & Debbie Grimes.
Albar FHowens| Praying for everyone to have a safe, happy, andy,
T "3 ‘ healthy summer vacations and travel plans.()

NS

***|f you have sponsored a weekend for Altar Flowers and have not
turned in your envelope(s) please do so no later than the Sunday before

that weekend so this can be shared in the bulletin. Thank you &
T

Gemmunijy of Ghrisp Aljar Flowers 3 =

n altax flower arrangement at our Sunday sexvice is rlaced in a dedicated space to

the xight of our altar. These flowers axe given to the glory of God fixst and foremost,
and then in honor of, in memory of or in thanksgiving ?o'z G person 0r occasion.

If you would like to dedicate flowers, please see the
available tags on the bulletin board in the hallway.
Choose your special date, complete the tag and
special "altar Flower" payment envelope, and
retun it to the church oﬂgce oz collection plate no
later than the Monday before the dedication date.
Once we receive the c?cdication information and a
; "4 payment, your dedication will be added to that
p %" Sunday's bulletin. Oz if you would like to bless the

5 4 "altar Flower" fund with a donation, theze is a
"Donation” envelope.

We aze grateful for your blessings!




Summer Spirituality Saturdays — Please sign up at the kiosk!

Worlds Within Words: Poetry as a Spiritual Practice—There is often a fine line
between poets and saints—both have a way of helping us to see the world through
new eyes and to be oriented in light of their insights. This session will be an
introduction to a variety of poets and poems, a chance to explore how poetry
touches our souls in a way that novels or lectures don’t, and to experiment with our
own poetic engagement with the world. This session will be mostly indoors, but
with a bit of inspiration from a walk around our little corner of the world that God
loves (so comfortable shoes would be good), and we’ll have some great resources to
share with all who come. This session will be on July 20, 9 a.m. — 11 a.m. again
here at Community of Christ!

The Practice of Creativity: Visual Arts and Faith—If we have been made in God’s
image, and God is a joyful creator who delights in beauty, design, variety, and
playfulness, then there will be connections between visual arts and spirituality, too.
This session is an invitation for beginners and advanced art students, and everyone
in between, to explore how the act of being creative puts us in touch with God,
regardless of whether your final product goes on a refrigerator with a magnet or
gets framed for a gallery. We’ll have some hands-on art activities to try, but we’ll
also focus on the joy in the act of creating itself, whether you’re doodling in marker
or pencil, painting with watercolors, or making abstract patterns with color. This
event will be great for kids and adults alike, and it will be held in the fellowship hall
on August 17, 9a.m. — 11 a.m.

If you would like to cheer on our Toledo Mudhens as they
take on the Saint Paul Saints next Sunday, July 21st at 4:05
p.m. you will need to buy tickets today using the link that was
emailed on Friday, June 21. Tickets are $11 per person. If you
wish to purchase the add-on food options CASH ONLY is
due TODAY! Tickets are $10 per person. Choice of a_hotdog
and chips, or pizza, and soft drink, Cash will not be accepted after today.

For questions or help with tickets call or text Chad Ackerman at 419-350-4879




The Ladies’ Lunch will be going to Miss Lily's,
24174 Front St, Grand Rapids Oh on Friday, July

LADILS

LUNCH

26th @ 11:30 am. Those who wish to then stay and
shop in Grand Rapids are welcome to do so. Please
sign up on the kiosk so reservations can be made.

e Question?? call Becky King @ 419-349-73109.

Visitation Ministry

Monday, July 8

Christian Education

Monday, July 8

Bible Study

Worship Services
Available on the net
at
www.commofchrist.org

Thursday, July 11

LWR Quilt Ministry

Tuesday, July 16

Stewardship

Tuesday, July 16

Bible Study

Thursday, July 18

Summer Spirituality

Saturday, July 20

Toledo Mud Hens

Sunday, July 21

Church Office Hours
8:30 a.m. —2:00 p.m.
(Monday through Friday)
Please note.......

Hours may vary with vacations,
please call ahead ©
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