Community of Christ Lutheran Church
Day of Pentecost,
Sunday, May 24, 2026 — 9:00 a.m.
Pastor Stephen C. Bond

THE GATHERING

Welcome Pastor Stephen Bond
Musical Prelude

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the living God, who first breathed into the dust at creation,
Blessed be Jesus Christ who breathed the Spirit onto gathered disciples.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, who is poured out among us and dwells within us.
Amen

Let us give thanks to the living God, whose Spirit first brooded over the waters, and
who claims us still in these waters by our baptism into Christ.

We thank you, O God, for creating and sustaining all things, giving us the breath of
life, and sending food, sun, and rain for all.

We thank you, O God.

We thank you, O Christ, for joining us to your death and resurrection, so that our
lives are bound to yours forever by your strong promise.

We thank you, O Christ.

We thank you, O Spirit, for gathering us together with people of every language,
folk, nation, and place into your new creation, bound in the waters of baptism.

We thank you, O Spirit.

All praise to you, Holy One, for making us a new creation by water and Spirit. With
saints and angels, we join in giving you honor and praise,

now and forever.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW 400



Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit, be with you all. C And also with you.

The congregation will sing the refrain only
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let us pray 1o the Lord, let us  pray to the Lord
Prayer of the Day

P O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

Childrens Sermon

THE READINGS
The First Reading Acts 2:1-21

"When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place.
> And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. * Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. * All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
>Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ¢ And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ' Amazed and astonished,
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? * And how is it that we
hear, each of us, in our own native language? ° Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '° Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, '' Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” > All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” " But others sneered and said, “They
are filled with new wine.”

'“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. "* Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in
the morning. ' No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:




'7“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
'“ Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
' And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
*0The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
' Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” ”
L The Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God!

The Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

**No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, ° and there are varieties of
services but the same Lord, © and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. ' To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. ® To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ° to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, '’ to
another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. '' All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

" For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. "* For in the one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body—1Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.

L The Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God!



Qi
L
[, HR

1?
|

| |
- - -

Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
n ! ! p—— I
7 I | f - PR— 1 -
O — e et e ip
words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - 1a.
QI A ﬂ _Pl F\ i i i I i ﬂ " 1
(SESSSie s SeE S == e
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le -lu - ia. Al-le - lu - 1a.
ﬂ J— qum—] y
,‘{L_D'..H..l;"j..f\i ——— i i
G e T e
Al-le - lu - 1a, al -le -lu - ia.

The Holy Gospel John 20:19-23
P The Holy Gospel according....C Glory to you, O Lord!

' When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” * After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *' Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” > When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. > If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

P The Gospel of the Lord! C Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon “You Are What You Breathe” Pastor Steve Bond
Hymn “Holy Spirit Truth Divine” ELW 398

Affirmation of Baptism--Reception of New Members

P Scott, we rejoice to receive you, a member already of the one holy catholic and
apostolic church, into our fellowship in the Gospel.



Let us pray:

Merciful God, we thank you for this brother, whom you have made your own by
water and the Word in baptism. You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with
the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished him in the community of faith. Uphold your
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism and unite the hearts of all whom you
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the Church, the faith in which we are baptized:

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

TAT TR TR

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C TIbelieve in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day, he
rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

C TIbelieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

P You have made a public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear God’s Word and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God
in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our
Lord Jesus, and to strive for peace and justice in all the earth? If so, I ask you to
respond,

“I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.”
R Ido, and I ask God to help and guide me.



P People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in
Christ, to receive this new member of our church family as your own brother and as
God’s beloved, to rejoice with him in joy, and to weep with him in sorrows as part of
the one body of Christ, and to encourage this new member in living out the covenant
God has made with him in baptism?

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P Let us pray:

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in us all the gift of
your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever. Amen

WE DEDICATE OUR HEARTS IN PRAYER

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

AM O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all
ministers of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom they
encounter. Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

AM You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things,
bring forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we contemplate all
you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

AM You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among
nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to work
for justice, and guard those serving in the armed forces, especially this weekend as we
remember those who died in service to their country. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

AM You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food
for those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or
bereaved, comfort those who are sick or suffering, and answer all who call upon your
name, especially Larry Battles, Sue & Jim Enk, Christal & Chad Pritchard,
Frank O’Konski, Luke Holtz, Ron Hetherwick, Jake Cope, Virginia Dillon,



Staci, Greg Urbanski, Matt Jurrus, Tom Druschel, Phyllis Sturgeon, Jeff
Bucher, Albert Preston, Pastor Ray Gottschling, Baby Elliot, David Atkinson,
Maurice Atkinson, Karen Meyer, Rich Rison, Ginny Krueger, Kathryn
Whitacre, Judy Mock, Nancy Atkins, Eric Dickey, Emily, Jordan Schultz, Pastor
Ron Heinz, Todd Dutched, Carol Tomlin, Melissa Mueed, Mike... and all others
whom we remember in silence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

AM You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those preparing
for or affirming their baptism. May they be encouraged by this community of faith as
they live out their baptismal promises. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

AM You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks for our
ancestors in the faith, especially Tom Jennings, whose witness to your mighty works
continues to inspire our lives. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

THE MEAL

We practice open communion, which means all baptized believers are welcome to
receive the Sacrament. However, if you prefer to receive a blessing instead, please
indicate by crossing your arms. Grape juice is available in the inner ring of glasses for
those desiring it and gluten-free wafers if needed. Ushers will dismiss you by row.

Sharing of the Peace
P The Peace of the Lord be with you all! C And also with you!
Share an expression of peace with your neighbor please.

Our Tithes and Offerings Bring your gifts to the Altar, or you may offer gifis in the
tray located in the rear of the sanctuary. Thank you.

Offertory

Offering Prayer

AM Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

**Eucharistic Prayer Continues
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The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Jesus said, Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus said, Do
this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...C Our Father, who art
in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Hymns “Lamb of God”
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
“Spirit of Gentleness” ELW 396

Post Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

AM Holy One, through this meal, you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

THE SENDING

The Blessing
P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, * bless you now and forever. Amen.



Sending Hymn “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life” ELW 399

Dismissal
AM Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
AM And next week, C Bring a friend!

“Making Jesus HKnown’

Welcome to Community of Christ! We welcome YOU to worship with us at one of
our TWO worship services. Join us at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. in person or on
Facebook Live. We look forward to seeing you, and as always, BRING A
FRIEND!!!!

Adult Forum—May 24: "Questions from a Hat" Today, as we shift to our summer
schedule for worship at 9:00 a.m., we will continue to offer Adult Education
following the service at about 10:15 in the Bible Study/Council room for any and all
who would like to join us throughout the summer. To kick things off, today, we’ll
have a fresh round of Questions from a Hat, where any and all are welcome to write
down a question about anything they would like to ask or open discussion about, and
we’ll pull questions at random and see where the conversation with Pastor Steve
goes. Join us today for an off-the-cuff exploration of whatever you want to ask about
or discuss!

Thursday Bible Study Opens Up the Book of Acts Join us for our current series in
our Thursday afternoon Bible Study, as we take a deep dive into the New Testament
book of Acts to learn the story of the early church and how the band of rag-tag
fishermen and tax collectors from Galilee grew into a movement that reached outward
to the very heart of the Roman Empire and became a “found family” of Jewish and
Gentile people, rich and poor, enslaved and free, women and men, and lived through
the growing pains of that outreach to change the world. Join us weekly on Thursdays
at 1:00 p.m. in the Bible Study/Council Room as we work through the book of Acts
and let it spark our own ways of living out our faith and sharing the good news of
Jesus in the world around us. Remember, too, that we’ll continue to share video
catch-up sessions on our social media (see the church Facebook page) each week, so
that you can know what we’ll be looking at each week in case you miss a week, want
to join in, or to share with a friend!

Cherry Fest! WE NEED YOU to get your walking shoes on! The 43™ annual
Whitehouse Cherry Fest is coming up, and we’d love for you to join the Outreach
Committee in walking in the parade on Saturday, June 13%. The 1-mile stroll lines



up on Oakbrook Dr at noon, the parade kicks off at 1 p.m. and will take you down
Waterville Street to Providence Street and through downtown Whitehouse. Candy for
passing out will be provided, just bring your smile! Please sign up on the sheet
located at the kiosk; the exact meeting spot at Oakbrook will be determined closer to
parade day.

Vacation Bible School — Rainforest Falls!

Get ready for an exciting adventure this summer as we journey through Rainforest
Falls! Kids are invited to join us for a fun-filled week of faith, games, music, and
discovery. We are offering two opportunities to participate: June 1-5 at Hope UMC,
9:00-11:30 a.m., and June 22-26 at Providence Lutheran Church, 9:00 a.m.—12:00
p.m. All children are welcome, and we would love to have volunteers join us as well!
If you’re interested in helping, please contact Bryce at brycecyf(@gmail.com or (567)
825-3265. Come and be part of this meaningful and joy-filled experience!
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Event Day and Time
Youth Group @ Providence Today, Sunday, May 24, 7:00 p.m.
Church Office Closed — Memorial Day Monday, May 25, 6:30 p.m.
Casserole Making Thursday, May 28, 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study Thursday, May 28, 1:00 p.m.

Altar Flowers given by Michelle & Kevin Gebhart in
Celebration of their 29" Wedding Anniversary! @
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